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VINDICATION of LEARNING. 


QT was not the leaſt honour that God conferred upon 

WP man, in creating him after his owne image, and no 

SI lefle benetit, thar God endued him with a rationall 

ſoule ( the receptacle of f{apience, and divine know- 
5 5% ledge ) by the unage of God we are not to underſtand 

that God who is crernall and infinite, hath any bodily ſhape or com- 
poſition,for that were to fall into the error of the Aztheopomorphiter, 
and therefure Saunt Auguſtine faith, Carſed 1 hee that referres the S. Auguſtins * 
Deitie of God to the lineaments of man bodhe, and Philo aver reth that Phi/o. | 
God us nor partaker of humane form,nor humane bodie of the forme divine, 

but «« Saint Auguſtine in avether place ſaith, God made man in re(pett 

of the intellet, after his ovn image, and fimilitude ; and as Reynerius, 

Jan was made after the image of God in minde; ſo Sybilla, Man that ts E'yner. 

enducd with right rea(ons ſaid to reſemble God; now of all the faculties 

of the ſoule, there is none more gracious and pleaſing then the deſire 
of knowledge, and of all the duties of a Chriſtian,there is none more 

neceſſarie, or profitable to the ſoule, or more acceptable ro God then 

to defire to underſtand our Creator & to ſearch& tifr ont divine truths 

for therby we defire to renew that glorious image in our ſelves wher- 

in we were created, which by fin is wholly bletted out,and defaced in 
us;that therby as S, Paw! faith, as wee have beene the Image of the earthy S, Pix), 1 
through the corrnption fn ſo we may beare alſo, the image of the bra- 15% 

venly through grace aud obedience to the will of God, which is obtained 

chiefly by knowledge;my fonne, ſaith Solomon, if thou crieft after know- ©19-2-3:45+ 
ledge and lifrelt wp thy voyce for underſtanding, if thoa ſeekeft her as filver, 
and ſearch: for her as hid treaſures, then ſhalt thou nnderftand the feare 

of rhe Lord,and finde the knowledge of God,then ſhalt thou nuderſtand righ- 

feouſnefſe, and judgment, and equity. The conſideration of theſe prin- 

ciples, call upon me to examine and refute that DoAtrine delivered in 

the Tower Church by a young Preacher of very good parts, & ow 
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AVindication of Learning. | 
oflearning, which cauſed me to wonder the more at his poſirions, 
and endeavour to confute this opinion, the rather becauſe I heare 
it 1s growne Epidemicall among the: Seftaries and ſome others that 
profeile learning within the City of London, The deftrine was,That 
men of learning ds leſſe eſteeme of Chriſt then the ſimple C+ ignorant ;imply- 
ing that learnivg was a hinderance to our Chriſtian Profeſſion, which 
dofArine is Erroneous, and {c:indalous, not onely to the Ancient Pa- 
triarches and Prophets before the; incarnation! of our bleſſed Savi- 
vur, but alſo to all the Apoſtles, Evangeliſts,and Profeilors of the truc 
Religion and done eltabliſhed by our bleſiced Saviour Feſws Chriſt; 
and tirſt I will begin to diſprove the DoErine that it is faMe, and 
hach beene in all ages. The firſt particular inſtance 1 thall make, 
therin, is, of Emech the ſonne of Se:h,ot whom the Scriptures Jultific 
that at his birth he began to call upon the name of the Lord, and r/ar 
he walked With God, and led an wpright life, and he Was no more (ern: or 
God tooke him away, That Enoch was a Type of Chriſt and of the Re- 
ſurretion no man doubts, that hee knew Chrif, and had faith jn 
Chriſt, and a more reverent eſtceme ot Chriſt, than all the AnGi- 
ent Patriarches betore the ood, appeares by hiz Walking with God, 
and pleaſing God, there can be no better celtimonie of his know- 
ledge of Chriſt then the words of our Saviour, No man comes to the 
father but by me : and every man that hath heard and learned of the Fa- 
ther, commetn urnte me : that he was learned a:nd wrote diverſe bookes, 
hearc the Teſtimonie of $. Auguſtine, Scripſs(ſe quidem nonnulla divina 
Enoch i/lum [eptimmum ab Adam neguare non poſſumus. That Enech the 
ſeventh from Adam didwrite diverſe divine things we cannot denie, 
the book:s of Enochare Cited by Tertullian, Origen, Beda, Procopimy, 
Gaze; and to put all out of doubt; by'S. Z«de in his Fpiſtle, are the 
propheſies ef Emech mentioned in theſe words. And Enoch the ſeventh 
from Adam Proph-ſied of ſuch, (aying, Behold the Lord cometh With they - 
ſavat of his Saints to give jutlgm:nt againfÞ. all men, and to rebuke all the 
wngealy angong men fad their Wicked dreder Which they hate ungodly com- 
mitted and of their cult ſpeakings Which wicked ſumners have ſpoken againit 
bim; by which Propheſie it plainely appeares that Enoch had both 
knowledge of our bleſſed |Sxviour Feſwt Chrift, and a moſt reverend 
cſteeme of his Divinitie and power. I ſhall proceede next to Noah, 
That he was an upright and a godly man, of whom the Lord ſpeakes. 
T hee have I ſeene righteous before mt in this age, and as Saint Petey cals 
him,the Preacher of rightcoxſne{e, 0 with Whom G od promiſed te Long' 
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A Pindication of Learning. 
his Covenant, Gene, 6. 18, and who, as Saint Pasl to the Hebrewes 
ſaith, being warned of God prepared an Arke to the ſaving of hu hoe, 
by Which he condemned the World,c; became heire of the righteou/nes, which 
1s by faith meaning in Je/ws Chriſt, whereby it appeares that he both 
had KneWledge, Faith, and E xpelt ation of Red-mption in our blefled 
Saviour, and no {mall c{tecme of him, that he was n5 1gaorant. or 
{imple perſon,appcares in the examination and afticns of hs life,thar 
he was A Preacher of Righteon/nefſe, that h» [aved his Heonſe by building 
of an Arke, The building of this Arke was not a light matter to be 
undertaken by an 1gnorant orſimple perſon, though he had a pat- 
terae ſet downe to him by God Almighty, as is learnedly declared 
by Bates, who upon a {tri ſurvey of the Arke upon that place 
of| Gene, declar-'s, che lewgth of th: Arke to be 300. Cubitr, Which be- 
ings multiplied by the breadth, 50. Cubits, and the Produtt by the 
height of 30 Cabirs, ſhewed the whole concavitie to have beene | 
450090. Cabirts and as S. Auguſtine ; Without dowht, {1th hee, $. Auguſtine 
( ipeaking of the Arke ) It ts a figure of the City of God travaiing why, Dot. ihe 
in this World as a Ftranger, that is of the Churck,ſaved by th: tree © | 
whereupon the Mediator betWveenc God and Man eſus Chrift did hang, 
for even the very meaſure of the leugth bright, and breadth, anſwereth 
th: ſhape of mans bodie, in the truth Whereof the coming of Chriſt Was 
foretold, axd performed, neither may we beleeve that Noah was de- 

{titute of the Art of Geometric, in compoſing of this Arke, Since 
that before the flood ſuch ſciences were invented and praftiſed, as 
the invention of Muſicke, the $kilfull handling of the Harpe and Gen. 4.20, 
Orgay, the making and faſhioning ot Tents,and the working in Brafſe 
and Iron. Invented by 7 avell, Juball, and T «ball Cain, it 1s allo at- 
hrined by the learned, that Noab had great knowledge in the moti- 
ons of the Heavens, and of the natures, and conjun&ions of Planets 
and Scars, which he left to his ſons, and they to ZoroaFter, from whom 
it came to Avraham,ot whom I intend next to ſpeake, ſaving thus 
much of Noah, that he was the firſt that buils an Altar to the Lord, 
and raughe men to call upon the Lord by Sacrifice, which was ace 
ceptable ro God, VWhar thall 1 ſay concerning Abraham, take the 
Teſtimonie of Saint Paxl, Abraham beleeved Ged,and it was accounted has 
0 him fir righteouſweſſe. To whom it was ſaid i» Iſaac ſhall thy ſeede Heb, a 
be called; can it be doubred that Chrift was knowne to him? If it be, G.,,,. , 
it 1s anſ\yered, That 1/5; Lord appeared to him in the plaines of Mammree, 
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A Vindication of Learning. 
The Lord [aid to him, I willmake of thee a great Nation, and I will bl:(ſe 
them that bl:(ſc thee, and exr(e them that curſe thee, and in thee ſhall all 


.s familics of 9: earth be bleſſed: Thrice renewed, avd confirmed with 


an Oath, by reaſon of Faith and obedience.” Shall I here doubt of 4- 
brakam elteem of Chriſt? when he is ready to offer wp his only Son,) in 
whom the promiſe was to be fulfilled, in ebedience to the command of 
God, no, 1 can nor, I mult then prove that Abrahaw was a man of 
learning. 

Phila Juaa, an ancient Hiſtorian of greateſt credit in the Jewiſh 
Antiquitics, (who wrote a Book of the life of Abraham.) attirmes 
that Abraham, when he lived in Chalaea, found out the knowledge of 
the true God, by obſervations of the motions of the ſtars, and other 
heavenly bodics, and Johannes D amaſcenu, that he knew the Crea- 
tor, by the contemplation of the creature, Foſephns an Authentique 
Writer, reporteth of Abraham, that he inftructed the Fgiptians in A- 
ritkmetick and Aſtronimy, who before Abrahams commung into E- 
gipt, knew none of their Sciences. Archangelns de Burgo laith, that 
Alexander Polihiſtor and Empolemen athrm, Su Abraham the wileſt 
and holieſt of all men, did firſt teach the Chaldegany, then the Phemiti. 
axs, laſtly, the Egiprian Prieſts, Aftrology,and divine knowledge, thus 
much of Abrabaw. 1 procecd to Jeb whoſe Hiſtory we finde among 
the canonical Scriptures, and was next in time to Abraham,and before 
Aoſer ; who Job was, is controverted by the learned, yer the betcer 
OPiAION is, that he was Fobab, mentioned G-2.36.33. and of this be- 
leife are S. Ambroſe, Auguſtine, Chry/oftome, Hierem, and twenty 0- 
thers; and marryed Dis the daughter of Zaceb, the Region where he 
dwelt, is the land of Hws or Vz, mentioned Fer .25, 28. by the name 
of Awfitis ; it was bordering upon the land of Beſon, and /dumes, (ci- 
tuated berween Palmyrene and Celoſiri4, in that Country or Province 
known to the Romans, by the name of |Triconits or Batanea, and at 
this day in the poſſeſſion of the I urk, under the Government of the 
Baſſavo of Damaſco; for his profeſſion, he was a man that was peyfeg? 
end upright, and one that anyy God and eſchzwed ex1fl ; for his Faith in 
Chriſt, let his book ſpeak : I know thet my Redeermer lireth, and that 
he ſhall Rand at the latter day upon the earth, and though after my 
death, worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fl-> ſhall I ſee God, whom 
1 ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and mine ries ſhall behold and not another, though 


aw) reins be conſumed within me, As for his learning I ſhall fetch mu 
act 


A Vindication of Lgarning. 2.9 5 |, 
ther teſtimony than his own words, That he was a Chymift and a Na-1,y, 0 
twralifs thee prove ; ſurcly there is 4 vein for (ilver, and a place for Wo 
gold, where they tine it, /r02 35 taken ont of the earth, and brafſe u mol- 
| ten ont of the ſtone, as tor the earth, out of it comes bread, and under it, is 
trerned wp 45 it Were fire, the ſtones of it are the places of Saphyres, and it ; 
hath duff of Gold, that he was a great and learned Divine, every part 0 
of the book ſheweth, wherein he magnifieth, declareth, and fſctterh | 
forth the power of God, beyond all compariſon, witneſle chap, 26. 
372 38, 39, 49, 41. That he was learned in Aſtronomy, theſe verſes 
thow. Cant thow birde the [weet influences of the Plcyadcs, or looſe the Tab aces 
bands of Orion, canft thow bring forth Mazzaroth in his ſeaſon, or canfl * © "TY 
thow guide ArRurus with hus ſons, KnoWeſt thou the Ordinances of hea- 
ven, caſt thon ſet the dominion thereof tm rhe earth, cart thou lift up thy 
voice to the cloud:, that abundance of water; may cover thee? canſf then 
fend lightnings, that they may goe and [ay unto th:t, hers we ave? Nay 
more, in this book of Fob, _ are ſuch admirable Expreſſions, Me- 
taphors, and Rhetoricall figures, that the Rhetorick of Cicero, De- 
woſthener, Hortenſius, and all the famous Orators and Rh:toricians 2- 
mong the heathens, ſeem but a ſhadow to ſet forth the brightneſle of 
ir. Nay, I may juſt] ſay, there is no kinde of humane learning, but 
lomething of ic may 6 tound in this book of Zeh. I come now to 
Adoſes, the next of all the renowned Saints of God, and blefled Pa. 
fria'ches of the middle Age. Thar Moſes was 3 type of Chriſt, preti- 
2uring, that as he delivercd the children of 1/-ael forth of Egiprian 
bondage ; fo, our bleſſed Sawviexr, ſhould deliver his Ele& from the 
bondage of tin, and this was not unknown to him, witnefled by Sane 
Stephen, in the ACts of the Apoltles, in theſe words : This #5 that Mo- agg an; 
{-s which [aid nnto the children of Iſracl, A Prophes ſhall the 'Lord your Deyro.1s, 15. 
Godrai/e up nnto you, of your brethren, liks unto me, him ſhall yee heave, 
( Ot whom St. Joby ſaith thus; Phillip finderh Nathaniel, and /aith wnts 
him, we have found him of whom Moſes inthe Law, and the Prophets did 
E Write, Jeſus of Nazareth che Son of Joſeph. This facred Herauld of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who no lefle than a | wndred times hatch proclaimed, and 
Ifr recorded, the comming of our bleſſed Saviour to all poſterity,nor 
onely by types, and figures, but by open declarations, and exprefle 
character, who can doubt of his high and infinite eſteem of Chriſt ? 
or deny the great and incſtimable Falefi we receive by his works ? 
Surely 1 may conclude that there is none bur an Atheiſt, or ſuch an in- 
race 
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A Vindigation of Learning. 
gratefu!ll man as was that Jew, That reproved Moſes for delivering of 
his brother from the hand of that Eygipriay, with a ſcorne, Who mad: 
thee a Judge or a Riley over 1, Wilt thew ſlay me 4s thaw diaft the 
Egyptian yeſterday? Neither can there be any doubt made of AMoſes 
great knowledge in learning,fince that in the fe bookes that he com - 
poſed, ſuch order and exatt Method of the Creation, ſuch variety of 
the true divinitie evident manifeſtations of the promiſes of God, 
Geneai9gics, and Charts of ſueceſſons of the fathers of men, from 
Adam to his pwn |time, fuch plaine Allegations of the aQts and geſts 
of the inhabitants of the 01d and new world, till his death ; ſuch 
demonſtrations of particular certainty in the Lawes, both Frchiabt- 
call and. Morral, Ceremonial, and Civil, that there 1s not any Hiſto- 
rie in the World comes neere it, nor of veritie and credit like it, had 
itnot the Authority of Scripture to confirme it, and though the An- 
Cient Heathen writers Greeks and others, have tought both to imitate 
and corrupt it, by bringing m' their fables of Satwre, 7 aupiter, Mar, 
Vulcan, Bacchw, and others their Heathen gods, the error of their 
iiors is by theſe/bookes made manifeſt,and rediculous ; nay,ſome 
of the wiſcit of their Philoſophers and Poets have fo far ſubmitted 
to the Authoritie of his bookes, as that they have acknowledged 
them, and have lajd the foundation of their learning upon thetn, 
though in a diſguiſe, as may cafily bee proved our of the] writings 
of Hermes, Plato, Proclus,F fiede, Homer, Orphens, Cicers,and others 
I need ſay no more of his divine knowledge, concerning his humane 
learning, Saint Stephen in his Oration ty the Jewes ſpeakes of him 
theſe words, and Moſes was learned in all the Wiſedome of the Egyptian:, 
and Was mighty in his workes and Words, what this learning or wile- 
dome of the E gyptians was,is deſcribed by Dioderws, Philo } WAC KS. 
and others,and 1s divided into foure parts, to wit, Mathemaricat, 
their Mathematical was | diſtingui- 
cd into theſe foute, Grometrit, Aſtronomy, Arithmerick, and Myfick, 
the Natural was like the Peripatericall: Philoſophie, the divine was 
their Theologie, and Sacerdotal Ceremonies, the Aforral or, Politique, 
which contained their Lawes, of the wiſdome of the Z gyptians, Mer- 
curins Triſmeifiu contemporarie with' Afoſes wrote 36, Bookes, of 
the orders of their Prieſtes remand of Aſtre/ogre fomre,o! P hy fick px AS 
Clemens Alexandrizns teſtifierh, which were extant 1n his time ; | tall 
leave Moſes and take a VIEW of Davids Religion and Learmrny, ns 
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e Vindication of Learning. 295 \; 
hee was a Faithfull ſervant of the Lords, God himſelf ſpeaks it, re- 
proving the iniquity of Zeroboam, by the mouth of the Prophet 4ki- 
Jah, in theſe words, Goe tef Jeroboam, thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſ+ ' King.14.8, 
racl, for as much 4s I exalted thee from among the people, and thee 
Prince ever my people Iſrael, and rent the Kingdom from the houſe of Da- . 
vid, and gave it thee, and yet thow haſt not bren as my ſervant David, who c 
hepr my Commundements, who followed mee with all his heart, to doe that 
onely which Was right in mine eyes. And again, the cenſure of Abijans 
declares it in thele words, And he Walked in all the ſinnes of bus Father, 
Which hee had doxe before him, and his heart Was not right in the ſight of 1 King. 15.3. 
the Lord, as the heart of David hu Father. For his eſteem and reverence 
of Jeſus Chriſt, he ſaith, / will preach the Law, Whereof the Lord hath 
ſaid unto me, T how art my Son, this day I have begorten thee, And again, 
Kiſſe the Son leff he be angry, and ſo yee periſh from the right way, if hu Pſal.27. 12. 
wrath bee kindled, (yea but alittle) ble(ſed are all they that pt their truſt 
in him, And concerning his affurance in Chriſt, this ſweet finger of 
Iracl, ſaid thus: I have ſer the Lord alwayes before me, becauſe hee 1s at 
my right hand, [ ſhall not be moved, therefore my heart 14 glad, my fleſh P1.16.8,9,10 
ſhall reft in hope, for thou wilt not leave my ſoule in beſt, neither wilt thou 11. 
ſuffer thine holy one to ſee Corruption : Thou wilt ſhew me the paths of life, - 
1 thy preſence i fulxeſſe of joy, at thy right hand there are pleaſures for 


. 


to be ſpoken by Damid of Chriſt. And Saint Paxlin his Sermon at Att. 3.31.35. 
Amntieeh, agreeth in the ſame : And in another place David makes a 
plaine recognition of Chriſt and his Kingdome, ſaying : The Lord 
ſaid nnto my Lord, fit then on my right hand, untill 1 make thine enemies 
thy footefloole, This may ſatishe any man of Davids Faith and eſteem 
of Chriſt, unlefle it bee ſuch a one, whereof hee ſaith : The foole hath 
ſaid in bis heart there is no God ; or one that thinks better of the Ape- 
eripha,than of Canonicall Scripture, now concerning Davids learning, 
I ſhall appeale to the Book of Pſalms, which are a compleat teſtimo- 
ny of his excellent piety, and learning, and although ſome are of opi- 
non, that onely 73 of the P/alms are compoſed by Davia, and nine 
others the Authors of the reſt ; viz. Solomon, Moſes, Aſaph, Erhan, 
Eriachi Eman Eriaira, Idithum, and the three fons of Chore, whoſc 
names ye ſhall finde ſet before ſome of the Pſalms, yet Saint Chriſo- 
ftome, Auguſtine, and Hierome, are of opinion that all the P/alwss wee 
reade, were of Davids compoſing, and that the perſons ane > = 
B before 
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| before the P/alms, were but the fingers of them,or Muſicians,S, Augu- 
Auzude civi. tines argument is, becauſe Davids Propheſies are uſed both by Chriſt 
p-f3s 1Þ.,. & the Apoſtles,& we read not of any writings of theſe ſuppoſed Au- 
= ** thours of the P/alms,(ave only of Solomen,and of Moſes. S, Hierom 
writing to Paxlinws, gives this herrange to Datid ; David, iaith he, 
our Sinnides, Pindarms, Alcain, Horace, Catullus, and Strenus, he 
playeth Chrilt upon his Harpe, and on a ten-{tringed inſtta@ment, or 
Pſalter, he raiſeth him vp riſing from the dead, and being both a King 
and a Prophet fore-tellech Chriſt, more lightſomely and lively than 
all the reſt. Thus much ſhall ſuthce to be ſpoken of Davnd. 

I {hall now ſpeak of his Son Selomor, of whom the Scriptures 
{peak thus : And God gave Solomon Wiſdowme and nnder ftanding exceed. 
ing much, and largeneſſe of heart, even as the ſand that it on the ſea ſhere, 
and Solomons wi/dewe excelled all the _— of the Eaſt Countries, avd 
all the Wiſceme of Egypt ; and hee ſpoke three thouſand Proverbs, ava hrs 
Songs Were one thouſand and five :; and he ſpoke of trees, from the Ceaar 
rree that is in Lebanon, even wnts the Hyſop that ſpringeth ont of the Wall: 
he (poke alſo of Beaſts and of Fowler, and of creeping «wa and of Fiſhes : 
. Of whom Syracides, thus : © How wiſe walc thou in thy youth, and 
peF47- + as 2 flood filled with underſtanding,thy ſoule filled the yhole earth, 

+7" « and thou filled'{tit with dark Parables, the Countries marvelled x 
$4.4. *« thee for thy Songs, Proverbs, Parables,& Interpretations. Suidas,and 
\Cedewns Cedrenm, report 6 Solemon wrote of all diſeaſes, and remedies for 
Fofephus. them. And Joſephus mentions ſome other of Solomons books, all 

which with his three canoxicall Books extant, to wit, the Proverbs, the | 
Preacher, ad the Song of Solomen, (in the firit of which, hee teacheth | 
Good life ,and corralterh manners ; Inthe ſecond, The vanity of bumanc | 
eetxre ; In the third, he (ingeth, as it were, the Epithalanvien of Chrift | 
and his Church,) doe abundantly teſtifie both his Religion, and Lear- 
ning of all kindes, even Aſtrologic, Aſtronomy, Metaphiſick, Mora- 
lity, Naturall Plyloſephy, and what not ? In all his books he Prophe- 
fieth of Chriſt, and brings him unto our knowledge by; the name of 
. Wiſdeme, as thus : I (faith Wiſdome) have fixed « T abernacle, Comn- 
* Prov. 12.1 4,1 5- ſell 14 nine, and ſound wiſdeme and under ſtanding , I have ffrength, by me 
23, 27,28, 29, Kings __ and Princerdecyee juſtice. And again, The Lord Poſe | 
30+ we 19 the beginning Armen. befere his works of old, 1 was ſet wp from | 

everlaſting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was, when he prepared 
the Heavens, I Was there ; When he ſet a compaſſe on the fate of the deep : 
when hee flablificd the, clowls above, When he ſtrengthened the Je 
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of the acep, Wrhen he gave to the $, cahu decree, that the Waters ſpruld not 
paſſe hi commandement, when he appointed the foundations of the earth, 
they I Was by him, a4 one brought np with hin, and 1 was daily bu delight, 
reJoxcing alwayes before him, that this was meant of Chriſt, our bleſſed | 
Saviour himſelf affirms it, in his Sermon to the people,in theſe words, Lus, 1.49; 
T herefore alſo [aid the Wiſdeme of God, I Will ſend them Prophets, and A- 
paſtes, and ome of them they ſhall ſlay, and perſecute, which Scriptures, 
{cem meerly to reſpe theſe diſtempered times, What ſhall 1 fay of 
all che reſt of the Prophets before our Saviours Nativity ? Ate thy 
not all the glorious trumpets of our Saviours Incarnation, Life, Paſſi- 
on, Reſurre&ion, and Satisfa&tion ? pnbliſhing aſſurance of hope to 
the Jewes, and the comfort of Vocation to the Gentiles, whoſocver 
ſhall read their Books, ſhall finde them full fraught of dark Prophe- 
ſies, divine Myſteries, and meſt admirable Theolopie, ſo figuratively 
expreſſed, that they are noteaſily to be underſtood, or unfolden, by 
the ſimple and ignorant, but have exerciſed in all ages, the moſt able, 
and learned judgements of the world. It were molt impious blaſphe- 
my to conceive that our bleſſed Saviour himſelf was ignorant of lear- 
ning, who knew all things, fin onely excepted,and when as we finde Matth. 12.17 
him in the Temple diſputing with the Doftors, Teaching in the Sy- Matth.20.23 
nzgogues, expounding their Laws, reproving their Corbar, confuting Mar-! 1-11. Þ 
the Sadduces, poſing the Phariſces, condemning both the Scribes and _— 
Phariſees, with-their leaven of Hypocriſie ; and if all theſe things were "oo" 
wrought by the God-head, yet we onght not to beleeve that by his 
Divinizy his Humanity was made lefle capable of fo excellent a gift 
as Learning, But of this enough. 

T ſhall now come to the Apoſtles, and Diſciples of Chriſt,and frft 
of Saint Pan/ the Apoſtle of Jeſus, ſo called, for that in his writings 
he uſeth the name of Jeſus more then any other of the Apoſtles; A b 
Jelv, born at Tarſus 5n Cilicia,(a famous Univerſity, as Strabo reports) ASL 
brought up in Jeraſalem at the feet of Gamaliel, and ranght according to © 4:1 
the perfett laWv of the Fathers, after the ftritteft [elt of hu Religion, A © 
Phariſee, who were the moſt learned SeR, of all the Schooles of the 
Jews, as witnefle Jos{ephrns Buxdorphine, and others. For his Lear- 
ning, called the Door of the Gentiles, and for the ſame, thus re- 
proiached by Feftw, that much Learning had made him madge ; to 
whom he anſwered, I aws not mad, O noble Feſtus, but ſpeak forth the 
Words of truth, and ſoberneſſe. That he ſpoke the Greek, Hebrew, and 
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Latine tongues is manifeſt. Though he were not preſent, nor as then 
conduced,co the knowledge of Chriſt. When the tongues of utter ance 
Were given to the Apoſtles by the deſcenſion of the Holy Ghoſt in the forng 
4 Cloven tongues like as of fireghe was learned in humane Learxing , 
or. he had read divers Heathen| Poets, of whoſe ſayings he. makes 
uſe of in his Epiſtles;as namely, | writing, to Tits hee fayth ; The 
Cretians are alwayes lyars, cvill beaſtes, ſlow-bellies, which ſaying 
he had out of Epimerides a Poet of  Creetr, and that ſaying of his 
that he urged to the Athenians, for we are alſo of his off-fpring,as 
he tells them, certaine of their owne Poets ſaid, He tooke forth of 
the Phenomena of Aratns the Aſtronomer, and this morrall ſentence 
which he uſcth in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians. Evil woras coryape good 
manners, hee tooke it out of the tragedies of Emripides, fo ayes 
Socrates Scholafticus the Ecclehtaſticall Hiſtorian;zand as thatinoſt ex- 
cellent learned man, Sir Walter Raleigh obſerves, he cites Aenander 
in the ſame Epiltle to. the Corimbaans, And that he was a'lover of 
learning, and learned men, appeares by his advice to Timothy, Take 
hied unto thy ſelf andro learning,for in ſo doing thoy ſhalt both ſave thy lelf 
and them that heare thie, and Ly his confuting the Epicureans and the 
Stoicker, which were certaine lets of Heathen Philoſophers then a- 
mong the Greeks,and diſperſed| into all the Eaſtern Countries. Thus 
much at preſent for [Saint Paxl. Saint Luke allo for his pietie and 


Learning, worthily deſerves our obſcrvation, he was borne at Aztiech : 


in Syria where the Chriſtians firſt tooke their names; this Antioch is 
ſcituated upon the River Orentes,not thatupon the River Sangarine, 
though both i» the lefler Aſia,he was by proteſiiona Phyfirian,brought 
up in the Schooles of Antioch, where there was an Univerſitie and 
publike profeſſion of Phileſophy, and the Liberall arts, aS Emuſching 
Pamphilus reports, Saint Pas chole him to be a companion to him 
in his travels. For his Learning. He wrote the Atts of the Apoſtler, 
in Greeke, as he had obſerved,and as Paw/ did declare unto.him, and 
the Goſpell in Hebrew, as hee [heard it delivered by Peter, fo faith 
Deretheus, though Euſebins Pamphilus upon Saint Pawls writings 
to Timothie, Remembrr that Jeſws Chriſt of the ſeede of Abrahim, was 
raiſed from the dead| according to my Goſpell, ſeemeth to recite the 
opinions of ſome writers, that Saint Paw/ meant this of the Goſpell 
according to Saint Luke,appropriating it to himſclte, which opinion 


I cannot inclinc to, when I peruſe the preface and Goſpell of Saine 
Lyke 
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Loke, which only treates of the workes and Ads of our blefſed Savi- 
exr in his life, and Saint Paw! his converſion being after his paſſion 
and aſcenſion, thus leave I Saint Luke, who of a !earmed Phyſitian of 
the body, became a fairhfull Preacher and healer of ſoules, but not his 
Countrie; without this, note that whereas he was borne at Antioch, 
in the Suburbs of which Citie the Grave of Daphne, and molt 
famous Temple of Apolſs were, where the Oracle of Apollo did ufc 
to anſwer ſuch as ſought unto him according to their Heathen Su- 
perſticion, at the birth of our bleſſed Savory, this Oracle ceaſed, and 
was (ilent ,and the profeſlors of Chris doftrine fir{t tooke the name 
of Chriſtians in this place, though the Temple and grave ſtood long 
after,even till the time of Z«lian the Apoſtate, who ſought an an- 
{wer of the Oracle, but could obtaine none, for which the Chrifi- 
«nr then there reſiding gave thankes unto God, with Hynes and 
P/almes, \o Socrates and Ruffinus, this note, though not altogether 
pertinent to our purpoſe, yet the reader perhaps may conceive it 
worth obſervation ; I might here ſpeake of Steven the Martyr, of 
his diſpucations, with the Libertines, and Cyrenians and Alexandri- 
aus, and of them of Cilicia and Afpa, and his moſt eloquent learned 
and divine Oration made bctore his death, and might remember 
other buokes of Saint Par! b114cs his 14 Epiltles; but becauſe I 
have more then abunaam!y ſatisted upon this point ( as I hope) 
I will only infiit upon the lait living Apoſtle, and profoundeſt divine 
of all the Apoſtles,S. Fob» the Evangehft, witnelle the Goſpel writ 
by him, and the Revelations, the Goſpell moſt plainly ſetting forth 
the Eternitie , Divimtic, Incarnation, Doftrine, and Lyfe of our 
Bleſſed Saviour wth 6 and the Revelation in Myfterione, Met apho- 
rieall and Hiereoghphicall charadters, ( 1f I may lo ſay ) the power 
and Majeſtic of our bleſſed Savionr, his binding up of Setav, ſub- 
duing of Axztichriſt, his moſt glorious and triumphant reigne, and 
terrible comming.to judgement, with divers other hidden ſecrets of 
divinitie, paſt the comprehenſion of humane capacitie, and which 
hath troubled all the learned and able Divines of the primative 
times, and of all profeſſions of this latter age to expound, and if I 
may ſpeake without offence,is not without a ſpeciall inſpiration 
and gift of the holy Ghoſt to be laid open and untoulded, which no 
doubt God will iri his appointed time, declare;the reaſons of mine 
opinion ſprings from the diverſitic of opinions of the learned in all 
ages, 
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A Vindication of Learning. 
1ges, touching the Antichriſts, and the preciſe time of; our Saviours 
comming to judgement with the end of the world by Saint } by, in 
that his Revelation pointed at, Ir4nex in his fifth book againſt Here- 
fies, writing of the Epitheton of Antichriſt, laid down in the Revela- 
rion of Saint Joby, ſaith thus of Joby, If the name of Antichriſt, oughe 
publiquely ro have been preached at that preſent time, by him verily 
it was preached, that wrote the Revelations, for it was not ſeen a long 
rime after, but well-nigh in this our age, about the end of the Reign 
of Domitian, This book of the Revelation was writen, as ſome ſup. 
poſe in the time of Nere, but not publiſhed till the end of Domwitians 
Reign, by whom he was baniſhed, after whoſe death, in the Reign 
of Nerva his ſucceflour, Jew returned from his banifhment of P atwes 
an Iſle of the «/£neas Sea, and dyvelt again at Epbeſus, amno Dow. 99. 
ſo Exſebins ; but Derethews (aith he was baniſhed by Trajer, after 
whoſe death he retarned to Epheſws, and there lived till hewas 120 


drbews de ©4= years old, and then buryed himſelf. Though for the time of his baniſh- 


ment, I ſtick to Ewſebhin rather than Dororhexs his opinion, what the 
opinions of learned men have been ſince Irexexs his time,in every cen- 
eury of yeers concerning Antichriſt, would be almoſt infinite, and too 
red10vs to relate, onely this in generall, ſome of the ancient Writers 
have ſet down, that they thought the Rowan Emperours indevouring 
to deſtroy, and ſubvert Gods Church, and the Chriſtian profeſſion in 


the Primitive perſecution, to be the Antichriſt, ſome of them naming - 


Antonimus, {ome Vern, forme Decius, fome Valerianns, {ome others, 
lmce that time have fuppoſed thoſe Heretiques that denyed/ the Divi- 
nity, and God-head of our bleſſed Saviour, or perſonated him, or 
brought in moſt impious and deteſtable opinions into the Church of 
God, contrary to the foundations of the truth, preached and publiſh- 
ed by our blefled Saviour and | his Apoſtles ; When the Church and 
Saints of God were free from perſecution, and had ſome reſt, were 
either Antichriſt, or| his fore-runners ; ſome after them ſuppoſed that 
Attilas the Pagan King of the Hanns, who wrote himiclt Flagelwn 
Des & pavor Orb, and brought with him out of the Northern parts 
of the world, an Army of ten hundred thouſand men to inyade Chris 
ſtendome, was Antichriſt ; ſome ſuppoſe Theodocime with his Gothes 
and Vandals, who ſacked Rome, might be hee ; ſome latter Writers 
conceive that the Grand Calips of Babylon, chicte of the Sarazen 
Prieſts, in reſpeR of his habitation of that place, where the Gard - / 
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Eden was by ſome thought to be, and in which Region the hit de- | 
feRion of Adew, from the ſtate of innocency was, to build a Towre, &<2-2.37 2? 
to affront God himſelfe, where the contuſion of rongues was, and 207 3 | 
where the firſt publique maintenance of the Mabumertan ſuperltition | 
appcared, and by Saint Joh called Myſtery, Babylon the great mother | 
of har lots, and abeminations of the Earth. Some others have conceived pey,,, 4 
the Turks, as deſcended of Magogians of Gog, with reference unto | 
the names of Gog and Magog, mentioned in the Revelation of Saint Rev, 20.8.4 
John, may be the Beaſt by Saint Johx pointed ar, Saint Hievom faich, | 
that Gog in the Hebrew, ſignifieth refFwms in Latine, and in Englih @ Hicron: 
covering. Therfore Pimtws upon Exzkiel, faith © That Antichrilt thall 

* be the covering of the Devill under humane forme ; ſome fay one Fritz 
Grand Serior of the Turks, as Selywms,or Bajazet ; ome others Sols- 

war, or Amurath,in reſpe& of their upholding of the deteſtable ſuper- 

ſtirion of Adahwmer, their advancing of their falſe Propher, above our 

bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, their inveterate hatred ro the Chriſtian | 
name, & religion,their greedy & thirſting defire to root ourt,& ſubvert 'F 
che Chriſtian profgflion,in all parts of their dominions,and out of the = 
world,if they were able, and in reſpeR of their aſſuming of their great 

& glorious titles, proper to God alone, ſtiling themſelves © Great and Tur4/> Hi 
& mighty Gods on earth, Kings ef all Kings, Lords of all Lords,fub- f: 974 

« yerter and ſworn enemy of the Chriſtians, and of all that call upon 
© the name of Chriſt,as appeares by their Epiſtles writen to the Chri- 
{tian Princes, eſpecially that Proclamation of Amwrath the third, de- 
nouncing warre againſt Rade/ph the Emperour, ans Dow. 1 592, this 
opinion 15 conEived to be ſomething more (trong than others,tor that 
Saint Pax! writing to the Thefſalomans, diſcovers unto them Anti- 
chriſt, and ſeems to prophefic unto them what in the latter daics was 
like to come upon them, willing them to continue ſtedfaſt in the 
truth: Which City of Thefſalenica, in the year of our Lord, 1432. 
was taken and ſacked by Amwwrath the ſecond, the miſerable Chrifti- 
ans they found cither killed, wounded, defloured,or led into captivity, 
and their habitations diſpoſed ro the out-ragcous Turks to be poſle(- 
ſed. And this famous City, heretofore Chriſtian and free, is now be- 
come of the Mahnwetan tone, and ſuperſtition, but whether the 
any all, or __ of them, was or is ANOOR ? or are diſcended 
of the Aſfagegians of Gog, tor Magoy (ignifies no more than the people 
of Fog. his Gor, by foone oppoſed to be the Country of Celefi- 


ria, 


2 T hell. 2, 
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ria, by Ambroſe and Ifodere, to be the Nation of the Geths : by Fun- 
fixes to be C 4, it matters not which, or whether the Turks be 
diſcended of the Scythiens, as being diſcended of the people of Aſa 
gog, as Hermolans Barbarus (aith, or the Cinnean Tartar, 2s Laconni- 
cx, or of the poſterity of Togormwa, as the Jews ſay (then are they of 
the poſterity of ] apherh,) wl:ich people all thoſe Countries : And may 
ſtand well with the Geography of Pompanins Mela, Plinins Secundas, 
Blandue, Platins, and Sabellicws, who finde a Nation of Turks in thoſe 
Countries anciently ſeated, and neer the Caſpian Straits, or whether 
they are diſcended of thoſe ten Tribes that fell from Jeroboam, as Le- 
wnelaxs 2 curious ſearcher into the Turkiſh Antiquities, or are of the 
ſeed of Iſbmael a5 ſome affirm, or of the Philiſtines as ſome others, I 
will not take upon me to determine, but leave it to the diligent inqui- 
ſitors of Antiquities to determine ; Some others there are, as Pin- 
ts, and Beroaldns, that take Antichriſt co be a Nation ; ſome a Set 
of people. Touching the opinions of our Learned, of the Reformed 
Churches of the Welt, ſome hold the Pope, and See of Rome to bec 
Antichriſt, as King James in his moſt excellently learned Treatife up- 
on that Subjet. Some others have held particular Popes to be thar 
man of ſin, as Pope Boniface the third, and Alexander the (1xth, and 
ſome other of the wicked Popes, perſccuting the Proteſtants. On 
the contrary part, ſome of the Jcuites have falſely publithed; that Lu- 
ther and his followers were Antichriſt, or his fore-runncrs,which per- 
haps they did in imitation of Hower,that never wrote wcll of any that 
troubled him or his Country, were they in themſclyes never! fo wor- 
thy. 
What the opinion of the Ab;ſfſine Chriſtians inhabiting the Eaſt 
AE thiopia, or the Thowaſimes of India, or yhe Chriſtians inhabiting 
ArmenayGevr gia, 6 [beria,or in the parts of ,neere the Caſþsax ſea, 
concerning Antichriſt are;I confeſſe that I have not read, nor can tell, 
though I know that the Revelation of S, John is of Canonicall authority 
with them, as being received by the Eaſtern Church, ſo that upon the 
whole matter, who, or whether any, or which of all theſe, Antichriſt 
is, Idare not take upon me to determine, but think it a work wor- 
thy a moſt learned and pious Divine,or rather of a Synod or Council], 
laying all intereſt and paſſion aſide, to gather, and colle& all former 
opinions of the Learned concerning Antichriſt, and indevour to give 
l;ght co the ſimple, and ignorant, u; this point; neverthelefle there 1s 
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none ſo unlearned that will not through preſimption or enthuſiaſme, 


inthis age of new lights take upon him to unlock the /eerer and 
ſacred Oracles, of this moſt protound and myſterious Revelation, and 
to declare who Antichriſt is ; but whoſoever is Antichriſt, I think ir 
cannot be doubted, that thoſe falſe Prophets, and falſe teachers, and 
wicked men ( of which 1 hope we have few in this Nation. ) deſcri- 
bed unto us in holy Scripture by Saint Pax/ to be the reſiſters of the 
Tr#h, By Sainc Peter, who ſhall privily bring in damnable beye 
even d-nying the Lord that bong bt them, and bring upon them/chves [Wife 
deftruttion, and many ſhall tollow their perni 
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Whom the Way of Truth ſhall be evrill ſpoken of. And by Saint Jade, Jude 16. 


Aurmurers, complainersr, Walking after theiy own luſts, [peaking With 
their monthes great ſwelling words, having mens per (ons in admiration be- 
Cawſe of advantage, [uch a4 ſpeak evill of dignities, and of things they know 
nor. 
Of whom he warneth us, that we remember the words of the 
Apoſtles, of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, how that they cold 
us,that there ſhould be mockers in the latter time, who ſhould walke 
after their owne ungodly laſts, ſeparating themſelves, ſenſuall, ha- 
vying not the ſpirit, and of whoin eur Blefl-d Savieur fore-warnech, 
us. T ake ved: that no man deceive you, for many ſball come in my nan, 
ſaying 1 am Chrift and ſhall derive many, &c. and in another place, 
T ake heede that yee be not decevved, for many fhall come in name, 
and the time dr aweth weere;( which puts me in minde of ſome bookes 
T have reade, which have reference to this booke of the Revelation 
of Saint Jehw, of Chriſts comming to judgement and his temporall 
Kingdome, and of the ſoules Morrtalitie, being new and unheard of 

ines ameng Chriſtians of this latter age, that of the Soules 
mortalitie being moſt damnable, and againſt the grounds of our 
faith, and our hope in Chriſt; The other a new kinde of Divinitie, 
and looking as it were towards the old herefie of Cerinrhus con- 
fured by Puftine the Adartyr,and the crror of the Chibafts, con- 
demned, and diſproved by the Ancient Fathers of the Premvrove 
Chwrch, which makes me moſt heartily with that theſe and all 0- 
ther bookes, printed in theſe - licentious times, and the dodtrines 


therein publithed, were fully tried and examined. by tuch as con- 

ceive they have in ſuch caies power of reformation, before theſe 

errors gaine (00 much ſtrengrh, and repucation in che mundes, and 
muc C 
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hearts of weake and ungrounded Chriſtians, by the order and au- 
thority of the Authors, or the toleration of their free paſſage, and 
to avoide the ſcandalls the enemies of our Religion will caſt upon 
us by reaſon of theſe novelties, which makes me ſay, I thinke it 
cannot be doubted, bat ſuch as theſe are Antichrilts' premiſers, 
But I have done with this former point, wherein though I have 
made ſome digreflion from that I firſt intended, yet this uſe may 
be made of it, that none are ſo fit to reconcile matters of con- 
troverſic, or to examine new doctrines, as men learned 'in the ta- 
thers, languages, councells, and Scriptures, I ſhall now come to 
prove that humane learning is not only, not an impeduneat , but 
a furtherance to Chriftien Religion, and Sacred knoWiedge, I thinke 
I have faid almoſt enough! to cleare this point before, by re- 
membring the uſe| of Saint Pawls quotations out of the Heathen 
Poets, and that of Moſes and Abraham, but that I may not be wan- 
ting to my f{clf in meditation upon this ſubze, nor leave the reader 
in ſuſpence ; I ſhall as briefly as may be, diſcourle on this Theme : 
What neede I remember all the writings of the Ancicht Doctors, 
and Primitive Fathers of the firſt fix Centuries? Whole writngs 
have m part preſerved unto us the Apeſtolick fairh, and true Chri- 
flian Phyleſophie whoſoever [hall take paines to rcade them, ſhall 
finde them fo plentifully lowing with @ratoric, ſo curiouſly inter- 
woven both with Naturall and Morrall Philoſophic, ſo joynted witch 


Geometric, ſo forcible in x .0" Arguments, for maintenance of 


the truth, and confutation both of Pagan Idolatrie and all the 
noy{ome hereſics, and Schiſmes ſprung up in theſe farſt and ſecond 
agcs of the Chriſtian Church, that no man can doubt of the profit 
and fruit that hath redowned to our Chriſtian profeflion by their 
notable $kill in the Liberal Sciences, unleſle it be ſuch a one, thai 
with the Papiſts is of opinion that Ignorance is the \mother of 
Devouon; let me bring upon the ſtage for inſtance in. this point, 
Adaichion who in the time of Clandir the Emperour, at the ſecond 


Syued held at Antioch, confuted that filthy Hereticke, Panine Sume- 


ſatenws, that denied the Divinitic of our Saviour; among the reſt 
that were at this Synod ( faith Emſebine) there was Malchion be- 
lides divers others his gifts, very elequent, and $kilfull in Sophi- 
ftric, moderator in Ccivill diſcipline of the Schoole of Amtiech, and 
for his Gacere fauch in Chrift,made Miniſter there of the fame Con- 
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gregation, reproved this Pav/us in reaſoning , for a flipperic wave- 
ring and obſcure Merchant, he ſo urged this Samoſaterne and the 
notaries penned them (which untill our times were extant,)that alone 
of all the reſt hee was able to toſle, and wring this diflembling and 
wilie Hereticke ( here Sophiſtrie: and reafon were of great ute to | 
confound an Heretick that denied the Dsvenrie of our Blefled Saviour) Euſtius /;5, 7 
W har can be thought of Anatelire Biſhop of Laedicea? for his clo- 3: 
quence, and $kill in the Grecians Diſcipline , and Pluloſophicall 
Litterature, he bare the bell among the famous of that time, ke cx- 
cclled in Arichmetick, Geometry, and Aftronemy, Logick, Phiſicall con- 
remplation, 30nd Rhetoricall exerciſe ; tor which his excellency he was 
choſen Moderator of Ariſtotle; Scheole, by the Citizens of Alexau- 
dria, this Anatolizes was ſurnamed the good, for his exceeding pKety, for 
his converſion of Infideis, confuting of Heretiques, and for his great 
Paines in ſetling the differences then in the Church, about the ebſer= 
vation of the Feaſt of Eafter, whereof ke wrote divers learned books, 
to the great quiet of the Chriſtian Church, What need I mention 
Pierine, a man of ſpare life, and fingular in Philoſophy, ſpent and 
worn in contemplation of heavenly things, famous for his Expelition F 
and preaching unto the people, I might produce a thouſand more, but q 
that ] mean to leave examples, and come to the very matter it {clf, | 
W herein I ſhall not reſt upon Door Dees opinion in his learned Pre- | 
face to Exchiar, who ſaith that the Mathematical Sciences, teach 4 man 
80 under frand the Scriptnres, and that without the perfeition of thoſe ſin- 
hes, no man can come to the true nnderftanding of the ſecret myſteries axd 
meanings of drvers places of hely writ, but I (hall make uſe of thoſe cc- 
ſtimonies, which beare greater credit with Chriſtian Proteflors. 'þ 
E _ Scholafficus in his Apologic for the Chriſtian Religion,a» x, ,,,... |. * 
gainſt the Erkaicks: 7 would nee, faith he, have any of the Echnicks, ,. 7 © 
which dote on their idalatricall [acrifuces, to deride wa Chriſtians, becauſe ' 
the latter Biſhops have abrogated the ſentence of their predeceſſors, and ſeem | 
alvoayes to adde [omething to the form of our faith, as touching the groun4s 
and principles of Chriſtian Religion, Which alwayes owght 'nv10lably to be { 
reramed, We ave all of one opinion, for the God-head Wh,Ch we adore, us the t 
Trinity, avd the perſons ave alwayes in unity, but ſaith he, we al learn ! 
ont of yotor writings, that Jupiter, which us honowred of you for your chicf | 
God, h Wantonnefſe committed Sodeney with Sanimedes 4 Phrigian 
bey,that he by raking unre him —__ every woreaſonable creamregbe- 
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came beth male and female, you ſay that Bacchus was his ſor, Who was 
alſo Androgynus,both man and woman, at:uglcader of drunkenne ſr ,quaf- 
forg, ſwrfeiring, vomiting and all the miſchiefes that enſue thereof , you [ay 
Jove mwrthered by Father, (which crim: ought to be ſeverely puniſh:d of 
all the natiers under heaven) and thruft Saturn hu aged F ather our of his 
K ingdome, What ſhall I [ay of the whoredomer, and lecheries that reignerh 
anong th:ir oth r Gods ? Where they appoixe Venus Cypria, begotten in 
the ſock of a 1h, to be thr chief authour thercof, hich dereſteth chaſtity as 
an heinous and horrii L offence, dlighteth #1 all lechrrows and filthy alt, 
and Will be pacificd with ſuch (aries, With whom, when Mars had com- 
mitted adultery +, Vulcan br hudband had taken them is bi jnares,Mars 
and Venus were brought forth doing the azed, ro paſt.m: and recreate the 
Gods, who's it that will not counters their Phally, Itchy phally. Phallagogia, 
the miſhapen and deformed Vrixpus, the god Pan hour wed far hu filthy 
members, and the myſteries celebrated in Eleufis : Thus far Ewagrims, 
7oftine Martyr, an imbracer of the truc Philoſophy, well Kudyed 
and exerciſed in the Doarine of the Gentiles, wrote a learned A'"o- 
ogy for the © hriſtians to Antozinu the Emperour, about their de- 
riding of the ſacrifices to Amtinous, wherein he contutes the vanity of 
their heathen Idolatry, of which Antinow e/E geſippms writeth, that 
*« The Gentiles erc&ed Idols »vd Monuments to him, and that this 
* Antizon,vyas the ſervant of Adrianne Caſar,had a Feitivall eriumph 
* ce|cbrated mn his dayes, called after his name, Antimons Wraſft ling, 
* they builded him a City after his nance, called Anzinoia, they con- 
© ſecrated Pricfts, and appointed Prophets to him , whuch 7«fine 
* through kis profyund skill in the Ethnuck learning, confured as ri- 


Rf 3+ «:giculous. Dioniſizs Biſhop! of Alexandria, in his Epiſtle ro Philc- 


won ſaith, © I have read the Traditions and Commentarics of the 
* Gentiles and Heretiques, notinfeting my minde, with their im- 
« pure cogitations, | but profiting my {elf ſo much thereb\, that 1 re- 
<- prehended them within my ſdlt,and deteſted them utterly and when 
*«« ] was forbidden brotherly and charitably, by a Miniſter, who tear- 
« ed leſt I ſhuuld wallow in the puddle of their malicious writings, 
« whereby my ſoule might periſh(who as I thought ſpoke the truth) 
* Acerrain vifton came unto me from aboye, plainly commanding, 
© and ſaying, Reade all whatſoever commeth into thine hands, for 
© theu ſhalc be able to weigh, prove, and try all, and by theſe means 
** thou fuſt came into the Fauh, - I chanktully received che Viſion;as 


. agree» 
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*! agreeable to the voice of the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of mightier meH, Fo | 
you tryed Steward!, or diſpoſers, of the Miniſtery of God, io. To 
Porphirixa writing, or rather railing againſt the Chriſtians, faith of * _—_ ” 2 ' 
* Origen, that he being a Gentile, and brought up in their Sciences, Re TRY 
* he continually peruſed Plats, read over the works of Namenins, 4 
* Croxine, Apolophanes, Longinus, Moder ates N ichomachus, and the |q 
'* reft of the Pythaporeanr, counted protound and wile inen, Hee was 4 
well ſeen in! Chermmonr the Stoick, and in the works of Corner, 
whence he borrowing the Greciavs manners,of the Allegoricall inter- 
pretation of myſteries, applyed it unto the Jewiſh Scriptures, means» = q 
ing the Old and New Tettament, upon which Origen wrote large and Origen E pits 
[earned Commentaries, and O.igen himſelf, ro clear himſelf of aſper- 4 
ſions, thar were caſt upon him by the more 1gnorantdorc of people, in 
a Certain Epiſtle that he wrote, faith, * When that Litudyed fur the 
* increaſe of knowledge, and a rumour or fame was ſpread abroad 
* of the perteRions of my learning and Doctrine, Heretiques, and 
* {ich as were profound in Philoſophy, and in the Doctrine of the 
* Gentiles, reſorted unto me, wherctore I thought good to ſearch out 
** the ſelf-opinions of hereriques, and whatſoever might be ſaid our ; 
* of Philoſophy for the confrmation of the truth, this have I done g 
© fir{t of all, after the examples of Panterws, who profited a great ma- | 
** ny before my time, and had ſingular skill and knowledge therem ; 
* ſecondly, after the example of Heracl/as, now a Miniſter of the 
& Church of Alexandria, whom 1 found a profeſſor of Philoſophy, 
* which was his Maſter five years, before I applyed my minde to the 
ſtudy of their Sciences. This O-iges was a gracious Preacher and ex- 
26407 of Gods Word, a notable bulwark of the Chriſtian Faith, 
ept alway feven Notaries or ſwift writers 0n work,to pen the Com- 
mentaries which he made, as he diRated unto them, he tranſlated the | 
Bible, made Commentaries upon moſt books of the holy, Scriptures, 4 
and wrote againſt all Hereſies, he confuted the Helceſaits, and alſo the 
Arabient, that taught that the ſoule was mortall, and withdrew their | 
feduced mindesfrom that fowle errour, 1 may not omit that which 
Mirandla in his Apologie for the ſtudy of naturall Magick or Philo- ſirexduls,, 
ſophy, delivereth: * By underſtanding, faith he; the uttermoſt ati- ?*//.30, 
« viry of naturall-Agents, we are affilted to know the Divinity of | 
« Chriſt, for, ſaith he, the termes or limits of naturall power,and ver- F 
© rue not underſtoged, we mult needs doubt whether theſe very works | 
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© which Chriſt did, may not be done by naturall meanes, therefore 
« ] {aid not heretically nor ſuperſticiouſly, but moſt truly and Caths- 
* liquely, that by ſich Magick we are furthered in the knowledge of 
&« the Divinity of Chriſt, 

Socrates Schelafticus writing at large of the profit that the Chriſti. 
ans have in profane writers, ſaith; '* 1 hat there were many Hea- 
© then Philoſophers which were not far from the knowledge of God: 
ſuch as by ique difputations confaced the Epicures, ang other 
contentious Philoſophers delighted wich the quirks of Logick, and 
overthrew their palpable errours, and ignorance, and ſtood | the ta- 
vourers of Chriſtian Religion in great ſtead, for their turtherance in 
learning ; and mentioning that place of the. Apoſtle Saint Paw, The 
Wrath of God « revealed from heaven, againſt all wngodlineſſe, and iniquity 
of mev, Which With hold the truth in wwrighteouſneſſe: Commenting 
thereupon, ſaith, * That ſichence'the Apoſtle forbad not the know» 
© ledge of the Gentiles DoEtrine, he gave very free liberty and licence 
© unto every Man, at his choice and pleaſure, ro wade in the under- 
« ftanding of them : Beſides, both Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles 
commanded us to be tried exchangers, to the end that we might ex- 
amine all things, ant hold that which is good. Wee havehlſo to 
take heed leſt any circumvent us through Philoſophy and vain deceir, 
this we ſhall not be able to doe, unlefle we poſſeſſe the armour of the 
enemy, and in injoying it, not to he affected like unto them, but to 
rejeR that which is eyill, and to retain that! which is good ; and to 
admit nothing without good triall; for that which is good, where- 
Toever it be found, sppertaimech anco the Truth ; bur to draw this 
point rowards a conelafion, 7#tie the Apoltate, Emperour of moſt 
of the then known world, a man very skilfull in Rhetorick, and in 
the learning of the Gentiles, being minded utterly to defttoy the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion within his Dominions, having been brought up 
in the Chriſtian Religion, and one that well knew of what advantage 
humane learning was to the maintainers of the Chriſtian Faith, made 
a Layy or decree,, that the Chriſtians ſhould not be trained up' in the 
Liberall Sciewees, for he knew well, that the Fables contained in the 
Hearken Writers, bei ſed in the equal} ballance of indifferenc 
Judgement, would qui foindliphr, and ſubject to reprehenſt- 

on and difcredir, which fond invention of this Law, when Socrates 
their principall Philoſopher (not onr Authour) had om mc 
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udges condemned him, as if he.had gone about ro deſtroy and dif- 
prove their heathen z I Chall «74 moreover, the Turks, ſworn 
enemies to the Chriſtjans, our of hatred and deteſtation ta our Reli- 
gion, permit no Printing in their Dogunions, nor any other books, 
buc ſuch as ure writen by their own Prieſts, and that of theirown law, 
neither ſntter they aq de thoſe Chriſtian children which they educate 
ia their Sereghio's, to be beiter inſtructed m learning, than barely tg 
write and read, inſoimuch that Greece, Adavedor, T hrace, Aſie the lefle, 
and Africa, which were in elder times, the, nurſeries of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and more famous for. humane learaing and learned men, 
than any other parts of the world, are now invelloped, and Wages 
up in ſuch (tupid barbariſine, and ſottiſh igaorance, that they are be- 
cane the _ unfortunate Nations in the wotld, having for theſc 
two laſt Ages afforded neither learned Doctor or Teacher, and it is 
much to be teared bur very few profeſſors of the truth of Chriſtian 
Religion, I ſhall only anſwer two or three objeftions which I con- 
ceive are greunded (by thoſe that are of opinion againk learning) up- 
on Scriptures, though without duc conliderution, as I conceive, and of 
fo end my meditations : The tirlt is, That mweſt of th: Apoſtles and Di- J 
ſcipler of #nr bleſſed Saviour, whom he ſent ta preach the Gojpel to all Na- 
Hos, and who did preach and diſpence the word of Truth to the World, were 
Fiſh.r men, and Tradeſmen, and for th: moſt part illiterate, therefore leare 
ning is Rot neceſſary to the underſtanding, preaching, or promulgation of the 
Goſpel. 

To which it may be anſwered, that God endued them with extra- 
ordinary gifts, expedient for the work they were ſent about, ſuch as 
have not m our Age been givento any ; for to- whom hath he given 
the gift of tongues by inſpiration.in theſe our times? I doe not reade 
that any of thale Chriſtians, that firſt diſcovered, America and have. 
fince planted ic, large and vaſt Countries of barbarous Nations, wher- 
in are above 120 {everall languages ſpoken by the ſeverall Natives of 
thoſe Regions, if we may give credit to Peter Adarryr, of Anglerie ,,,, vn, > 
Fernandaus Quiedaws, and Zeanxes de Lars ; who have by their Writungs,: Ferrixdus 
delivered unto. us the Sciuntions, Commodities, Religions, and man- Oviedus. 
ner ef thoſe favage people ; either-that the Freneh, Dauich, Portugall, Fozunec de T 
Spaniards, or Zeſwiter, though.they. much boaſt. of the operations of | 
their Miracles in thoſe. Countries ; no, nor get our brethren in, Vorgi- 
wi, Or NeW- England, thoughao doubtihey.weat inte: theſe parts, -- 
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well to plaht the Goſpel in thoſe Countries,as the land, have attained 
the knewledge of the language of the Natives of thoſe Regions where 
in oy are planted, by inſpiration, or otherwiſe then by uſe, praRiſe 

d obſervation, therefore it is to be ſuppoſed, that onr Saviour did 
in giving the gift of tongues to his Diſciples and Apoſtles, as Gad did 
in the creation of the world, who having created all creatures buc 
once, and only one man, he left them to continue the Species of their 
ſeveral kindes, by the ordinary courſe of propagation, and not to ex- 
peR a new and extfaordinary creation ; fo our bleſſed Saviour gave 
to his Diſciples and Apoſtles, th's neceſlary and extraordinary gitr, 
for che propagation of the Goſpel, and that but once, and no more to 
be expeRted, leaving the ſupply and continuance of this gitt of ſpeak- 
ing Languages in theirfollowcrs, ro'the induſtry and endevour of the 
munde, as to the proper effect of learning ; nay, ths objeRion|tho- 
rowly weighed, is a great argmanen: for the neceffity of learaing to 
the proteflors of the Goſpel, tor it is/not to be imagined Thar Cod, 
who is the Authour of every good and pertect gift, and is perfettion 
it ſelf, and hath not ated or given at any time, any thing 1Þ vain or 
unnecefſary, would have given ſo excellent a gift co the Apotties and 
Diſciples, as the gift of congues, had it nor been neccHary for the pub- 
lication and increaſe of the word of Truth, and as x pa: tern to be ob- 
Krved by their ſucceſſors, and ſuch as ſhould undertake that Ottice 
and duty for the converfion of the [ews and Genuilcs, and for the 
edifying of Gods Church. The next ObjeRtion is, Tha: S uwnt Paul was 
but a text maker, and therefore to be ſuppoſed not to be learned. 

This is fully aniwered before, but 1 ſhall nor ler it ſlip without this 
fur her Obſervation, that Abrabam was, and the Patriarchs were 
Shepheards, and lived by Paſtorage of their cattle, and Afoſes kept F-- 
thro his Father in laws ſheep,and yet they were learned men;bur thoſe 
that are well ſeen 1n the manners and life of the Afatique people, 
whereof Saint Pax! was on? ; know that there was not any inhabi- 


ting in thoie Countries, but he was brought up in ſome one occupa- 


ton or other, were he never fo Nobly detcended, or learnedly educa» 
ted ; therefore that mighty 7 amerianc, is by tome called a She pheard, 
becauſe moſt of his means confiſted of Rocks of {hcep, and ftock of 
cattle,and he himſelf in his yourhfrll tune,according to the cuſtomeof 
the Princes of that Nation, exercilcd himſelf im the Shepheards craft, 
as Hayths Armin ad 0chers report, and yet that 7 _ ic ”_ 
Catncee, 
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learned, no man hath doubted, divers Oratiors of his made to his 

Souldiers being extant, his wiſe condu of his Armies, his prudent 

uſe of his ViRories, and his peaccable government of his Kingdomes 

declaring the ſame. I may adde inoreover, that the Turks, yet tothis 

day obſerve the ancient cuitome of Afia, each of them, be he never {o 

great, being bound to a Frade by their Law, as they fay, bur more by 

the cuſtome of the Exſt ; and therefore Afahemer the third, xied an Turkiſh bit. 

Archers Tradez Achimat the laſt great Turk, gave himſelf to the ,,,; 

working of Horn- rings, which the Turks wear on their thambs when 

they thoot their Arrows ; ſome of the chick Befſſaws,are Painters ſome 

Gardeners, ſome Barbers, and the like ; ' And, to conclude that by 

being a Tradeſman, he mult therefore needs be illiterate, were to doe 

injury to many learned Tradeſmen of this City of Lender, forme of 

whoſe works I have ſeen, ſecring forth great learning in the Roma 

Antiquities, Mathematickt, Aftronemy,and other Sciences,but enough 

of this. Another Objeion is aſually made out of the words of Saint 

Paul, Bevare leaſt any men fp:31t you through Philoſophy or vain deveit 3, Co. 2.3.0) 
This is likewiſe anſwered before, out of Sevyates Scholafticns, but | 

for further farisfaRion you are to underſtar:d;that theſe Coloſſians, to 

whom Saint Paw! wrote, were 2 Greek Collony planted in Afrs,among 

whom were the ſes and Schooles of the Epicureans mingled, as a- 

mong all other Greeks of whom Saing Pas! makes mention in the Ats A&.7.18. 

of the Apoſtles, that he met them at Athens, and that they difpured 

with him, and whoſe opinions he recites and confutes to the Corin- 

thians, a$ oppoſite to the Dofrine of our ReſurreQion, and hope in 

Chriſt in this manner; If I have fought With beafts at Epheſus, after 

the manner of men, What advantageth it me if the dead riſe not? Let us 

ear and drink , for to morrow We foal! dye. This latter was the Dodtine 

of the Epicures, as appears by the Geneva notes upon that place, and 

2$ the truth is, they by their heatheniſh renents denyed the Refur- 

retion of the dead, and taught that the chiefeft felicity of mortall 

men conlilted in pleaſure ; This was the Philoſophy that Saint Paul 

&id warn the Coloſhans to beware of, as being vain deceit, Traditions 

ot mer,according to the radiments of the world,and not after Chriſt ; - 

and without doubt, it was never the Apoſtles meaning, to warn the 

Coloſſians that they did not give themſelves to humane learning, or to 

avoid the knowledge of it in generall, but onely to beware that they 

were not circumvented by ſuch vain Philoſophy, as that of the vain 
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| Epicureans. Another Objeftion is made out of Saint Pax/s advice 
itus 39+ 2” to Tire, the Biſhop eleRt of Crete, where he adviſeth him to Stay 


Dool. feofoquiſtions, and G es, and contentions, and braWlings about the 
| Law, for they are unprofitable and vain. 
If Saint Pavlin this place meanes queſtions concerning the Law, 


Meorrall or Ceremonial, of the Jews and their Genealogies, then ſeems 
Tim 2.2. Fe objetiontobe of no force, ſince it is not the proper ſubje& of 
__— humane learning, as Saint Pax! ſeems to expound it in another place ; 
| Put away fooliſh and unlearned queſtions, knowing that they ingenaer ſtrife. 
Bur if the meaning of Saint Pes/ were, that 75tw Bilhop of Creer, 
ſhould ſtay feoliſh queſtions, and Genealogies, and contentions, and 
| ings abour the Law of that Country, as it may be probable he 
: might, m regard the Cretiavs were ever full of fooliſh queſtions,and 
; es Concerning their heathen gods, and the Laws and Cere- 
4 _ Ki- monies of their worſhip, as Sir Walter Raileigh excellently obſerveth, 
($*--1-7-77- of their contention abour the Genealogy and diſcent of 7 »piter Cre- 
1 texſsr, whom they worſhipped with all blinde and ſuperſtitious devo. 
Lien #1 ſacri- tion, and of whom Lncias that arch Atheiſt thus : ** The Cretians or 
1 &* Candians, doe not onely avow that Zwpiter was born and buryed a- 
4 mong them, but they his grave and ſepulchre, of which Cal- 
limachus the Greek Poet, in deriſion of their fond imaginations, thus : 
though he himſcif a Heathen, agreeing in the firſt part of it with thac 

of Saint Paw : Þ 4v4 +1: 12+ x. port 


"I The Cretians ever lyers Were, they care not what they ſay. 
; For they a T embe have built for thee,O King that liveft alway. 


And that itmay not bethought improbable, Saint Pauls meaning 

Tim.1.4.5- mightbe ſo, heſeemes ina ſort to explaine, when as writing to Time- 
thy the Biſhop of the Epheſians a people tainted with the ſame fuper- 

ſtition, and fond contentions, ſaying, 4s I beſought thee to abide fill tn 

Epheſus When ] departed into Mecedonia, ſo doe, that then mairft warne 

; ſome, that they teach non:!Þther Dotftrine, neither that they give heede to 
T 1M.4-7, Fables, and Genealogies which are endleſſe, Whech breede que? 1005 rather 
| tbrn Godly edifying, which is by faith, and 1n another place, Faſt aWay 
propane and old wives fablet, and exerciſe thy ſelſe nnto Godlineſſe, but 

whether his meaning were the one way or other. 1 am ſure Saint 
Paw gives no general inhibition againſt the uſe or knowledge,of ack 
| phane 


A Vindication of Learning. 3250 
phane learning, fince theſe PRs inhibit onely a particular people, 

to take heed of particular abſurdrties and errors, and implie no ge- 

neral prohibition of humane knowledge.I know not any other colou- 

rable objeRions to be framed upon any Text of Scripture,and ther- 

fore ſhall goe no further in this point, but for as much as many 
illitrerate men in this imavinarie age of Revelations having no out- 

ward calling thereunto, but prefuming upon their gifts and inward 

calling ( as they ſuppoſe) take upon them not only to cenſure 

leaming and learned men, but alſo to Expound,Preach, and deliver 

the Word of God,to the pzople,aſſuming unto themſelves,the power 

and operations of the holy Ghoſt, gifts of Propheſic and Revelation, 

and to unlocke the facred tecrets and hiden myſteries of Divine cruth, 

whereby not onely foundatiens of falſe doctrine are laide and ſpread 

abroad to the deceiving and ſeducing of many ſimple ſoules and 

weake Chriſtians, but alſo as is to be feared to the utter ruine and 
deſtruction of rhe Church and Common-wealth, if a prudent and 

timely reſtriction be not provided againſt it, as by example may 

be found in moſt parts of Chriſtendome, to the great prejudice and 

{candall of the Chriſtian Cauſe, and of the true reformed Prote- 

ſtant Religion, I thinke it not amiſſe to take a ſhort "ſurvey of 

theſe irregular proceedings, and to examine what Authority they 

can derive to themſelves forth of the Scriptures for ſuch their do- 

i::gs ? Oar bleſſed Saviour Jeſus! Chriſt 4n' the firſt Sermon that be x, 5 
mage declares his Commiſſion in theſe words, The Spirit of the Lord 

15 pou me becanſe he bath anointed me that I foaunld Preach the Goſpel te 

re poore,8&c.To deny that our Saviour had 2 calling to Preach, were 

extreame blaſphemie ; and that he was ſent, were as great impietic, 7,1, g ,., 
becauſe it followeth in thenext Words, he hath ſent me, and in an- Fj 
other place. 7 d forth and cane from God, neither came I of 

my ſclfe but he [ent me, Here is our moſt bleſſed Saviours Com- 

miſſion, the Apoſtles and Diſciples have a Commiſſion too, and 

theirs from Chriſt, in theſe Words, «« he ſent me, ſo I ſend you(by this 1,1n 20.21, 
and by no other Commiſion, hath, ſhall, or ought any Preacher 

to come; of our Saviours Commiſſion there are two parts, Anointing, 
Sending,both theſe wrought by the Spirit, the thing anointed was 
our Saviours Humanity, er Manhoode, the thing anoynting, was 
our Saviours Deity, or Divine nature, by vertue whereof he was 
filled with the tullnefſe of Grace, after this manner was never any 
D2 anonte'd 
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anointed but Chriſt, the time when this anointing was,( verie ma. 
| teria!l ro be confidered) it' was at his moſt Blefſed Incarnation , 
PL...” which is manifeſtly proved' by Saint Zohan, 7» the beginning Was the 
Word, and the Werd was With God, and that Word was God, thus far 
of the Divinity of Chriſt, afrer he! faith thus, and that' Word Wars 
mate Fleſh, and dwelt among wa, ( here is his humane nature expreſſed) 
ana we ſaWv the glory thereof" as the plorie of the onely begotten Soune 
of the Father, Here is the Incarnation, or the Divine nature im- 
bracing Humanitie; fu! of Grace and Trmth ( there is the anointing) 
= .cven at the ſame inftant that the Divine and Humane nature cume 
together, the Godhead had not need of anointing, and by the an- 
noynting the Humane nature became free from ſinne, (' Chriſt being 
like wnto us in all things, finnt only excepted, and therefore ſuch an an- 
nointing as this,never any one had but our Blefſed Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, it is ſo then, that no man can preſume from his anointing 
to be a Preacher, but he mnt be ſent, and therefore Saint Pax! 
0.19.15. faith, bow can they Preach except thiy be ſemt, nor before he be ſent, 
| and this appeares clearely by the | example of our Saviour, 'who 
though by his anointing he had all the powers of the Godhead, 
pits of the holy Ghoſt, and operation ot che Bleſſed Spirit, even 
om the very inſtante of tis Incarnation yer we find nor that he 
Preached till the holy Ghoſt deſcended upon him in the forme of 
| a Dove, in a bodily ſhape, at a publique Baptizing, and in a great 
ak.3.21,22, concourſe of people,and made knoyne for a Preacher as it were by 
| :3- publique proclamation. Tha i my beloved Soune in Whom I am well 
k.418,19. pleaſed, keart ytt him. Which Commiſſion was afterwards by Chriſt 
publiſked in his firſt! Sermon, ſaying, The Spirit of the Lord # wpon 
mee becauſe he hath anoynttd mee that I faruld Preach the Goſpel to 
the peore, he hath ſent me that I ſoould beale the broken heartea, that 
1] frould Preacth deliverance to the Captives, and mroverng of fizht to 
the blind, that I ſhould ſ#t at Tibertie them that are bruiſcd,avd that I 
ſhould preach the acceptable yeare of the Lord, upon part &f which 
words, viz. The Spirit of the Lord « pon me berauſe he hath a- 
moynted we,, wee may raiſe this obſervation , thar the anoynting :: 
the _ that the Spirit z« 11po# a'man, Whoſorver therefore 14 not a- 
nomnted, cannot have the Spirit,and Wheſerver hath vat the Spirit can be 
no Preacher, and that he that #s anoyrted and hath the Spirit, ought not 
te take wpow him Preaching exceps the be ſent, Now as our Saviour 
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Chriſt had an anoynting and _ immediarly from God and 
in a peculiar manner , for the Bicfled Apoſtles had a kinde of a- 
noynting and ſending from Chriſt, though atcer another ſort: T hat | 
there was none of the Diſciple or Apoſtles but had their outward Math. 4, 1g. 
calling by Chrift; follow me ,as Peter and Andrew and the reſt, they 54-5. 3, 
h:d an inward callingtoo, Tee aye the Salt of the earth, and light of the N= 19:be 
world,and morc,he called lus twelve Diſciples unto him and gave them 
p?Wer againſt wnel-ane Spirits to caſt then ont,and to heale every ſuckpeſſe, 
aud every diſcaſe, goe and preach, there's their commiſhon,and a large 
one too in theſe words, All power #s given unto me,in Heaven ana 
Earth, goe thereſore and Teach all Nations, baytizing them in the 
Name of the Father, Sonne and of the holy Ghoſt;and that nothing might 5,1, .. .- 
be wanting in it, tells them that he will pray the Father, and hee 

ſhall ſend another Comforter unto they that may abide with them for Jo\\.16. 7. 
ever, Nay further, promiſeth them that he will goe and ſend the Com- 

forter unto them;and to compleat all, leaſt eicher che Diſciples or 

Apoſtles, ſhould conceive their Commiſſion to be ſhore, or the 

World doubt of the ſufficiencie of it, after his paſſion he appea- John 29.21 
reth unto them ſaying, Peace be wnto yon, 44 my Father (ent me [6 
ſend I | nao When he had /aid that, hte breathed upon them and [aid 
wato them receive the Holy Ghoſt, out of which words we are firft 
to note, that the Miniſters and Preachers of the Word of God ſponld be 
CHMinifters of Peace; Next, that in this Ordination of the Apoſtles, 
as I may fo call it, both the natures of Chriſt his Divine and hu- 
mane were opcrative, by the breathing his humane nature was ex- 
preſſed, by his giving the Spirit his Divinitie was exerciſe, for 
as theſe words He breathed upen them, argues his manhood, fo his 
{1ying, Recerve the holy Ghoſt, holds forth his Godhead unto us ; 
as God, he cannot properly be faid to breath ; as man, he could 
not give the Holy Ghoſt, out of which we may obſerve thar no 
man ought to _— the Adimſteric or become a Preacher , but ſuch 
a one 44 Conceives he hath not only the gift of the Syirit from above, 
that is, from God alone, b»t is mnjt be conveyed wnto him by a 
breath, that is, by humane Authority,by Ordination, by omtWard calling, 
and this 1s likewiſe not to be forgotten, that the word whereby 
the Holy Ghoſt is diſpenſed to the Apoſtles, is, Receive the Holy 
Gheſt, not take the Holy Ghoſt, that is, men muſt receive him when 
he delivered unto them, not take upon them; or aſſume into themi- 
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ſelves that they have him before he be delivered unto them, In this 


| Commiſſion or miſſion of the Apoſtles, you have both outward 


and inward calling, a kind of anoynting with the 1Holy Ghoſt, 
and ſending, all worthy due conſideration, but ſome will ſay that 
the Apoſtles calling was extraordinary, and that the like muſt not 
be expected now, let us a lictle further examine what order and 
courſe was held in the Church by the Apoſtles of our blefſed Saviou 
after his Aſcenſion, for the appointing and ſending forth of Diſciples, 
Evangeliſts and Preachers,l0 far as the Scriptures afford us teſtimonic. 


. Mathias was choſen into the place of Judas the Traytour,by whom? 


by the Apoſtles and Diſciples; in what manner ? by prayer and ſup- 
plication, with preparation of Peers Sermon ; and admitted into 
the Apoltleſhip by common conſent ; Mathias did not intrude him- 
ſelfe, nor Preach before he had a Commaillion. The next inſtance 
of Ordination that we finde recorded is that of the ſeven Deacons; 
wherein is to be obſerved ; firlt, they were to be honeſt menyfu!! of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and of Wiſdome, which the Apoſtles might appoint 
for the buſineſſe of Miniltration ; Next, they were to be On gu 
to take it upon themſelves, without ſecking and choyſe ; Laſtly,they 
were brought before the Apoſtles, who prayed and laid their hands 
pon them; 11 this you may obſerve no intruding; they muſt be men 
of honelt report and full of the Holy Ghoſt, which though they 
be, and are not choſen, they mult not intermedle in the holy fundti- 
on before prayer and impoſition of hands, and this is worth a'note 
too, that they mult be men of wiſdome, or learning, not ignorant. 
Philip, a Diſciple ordained, is ſent to Preach to, and baptize the 
Ethiopian Eunuch, and Axanias to Paxl,both Diſciples, both of the 
order of ſuck as were ordained, and had received the Holy Ghoſt. 

The Diſciples of Zobhw Baptift at | Epheſms, received not the Holy 
Ghoſt till Paw/ had laid his hands upon them, and then they ſpake 
the tongues, and prophefied, not ſo much asan Elder muſt be wtth- 
out ordiqation ; it would be to me a wonder to ſee ſo much ſchilme 
and ſeparation from the Church,and that ignorant men, and fond and 
fantaſticall women ſhould take upon them to Preach, and to expound 
the hidden myſteries of the holy Les ; ordare to preſtune it for 


feare of the wrath of God, fince that Saint Pax! writing to Timothy 
a tearned Biſhop, admoniſherth him to ſtudy to ſhew himſelf appro- 


ved unto God, A werkeman that necdeth not to bre aſhamed, dividing yy 
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word of Truth aright ; if I did not likewiſe ponder in my minde, the ,_. © 
propheſic of the tame Apoſtle, delivered in the ſame Epiltle.7 hu kyow * Tim.3.ts 
alſo, that in the laſt dayet ſhall come prrillorus times, for men ſhall be lovers | 
of their on ſelves, covetons, boaſters, proud, curſed ſprahers, diſobedi- 
ent fs parents, unthankefull, nnholy, without natural aff:1ion, truce- 
breakers, falſe accuſer, intemperate, fierce, not l1uers at all of th:m which 
ave good, Traytors, htady, high-minaed, lowers of pleaſures more than lo- 
vers of God, havin 4 ſheW of goalineſſe, but have arnyed the polver thereof, 
for of this ſort are they Which creep into bonſes, and lead captive ſupple wo- 
men lad-n with fins, and led with divers Iuſts, which Women are ever lear- 
ning, and are never able to come to the acknowledging of the Truth, and as 
Jannes aud Jambres withſtood Moſes, /o doe theſe alſo refoft the Truth, 
men of corrupt mindes, reprobate concerning the Faith. But they ſhall pre= 
- waile no longer for their madr.e ([e ſhall be evident unto all men as theirs al- 
{o Was. Which puts me in ſome hope that the reverend Synod now 
ſitting. will take ſome order, by the aſſiſtance of the Parliament, thar 
this kind of people may be reſtrained m their inordinat courſes, & that 
their priident orders for admitting of none to the wini2ery & preaching 
but ſach as ſhall be wel ſeen in the Scriptures,fathers,8& tongues, with 
competency of knowledge in the Liberall Sciences, may be obſerved & 
not ſlighted, that Go1s pzople may throughly and truely be inſtru&t- 
ed, Herefies, and Schiſmes ſupprefled, the Church and Government 
may be beautified, with Peace, Learning, and the ſplendour of true 
Piety, and all diviſions aboliſhed ; anleſſ: .they, by their omiſſion of 
this duty, they intend to incurre ſuch cenſure as our bleſſed Saviour 
threatens to the Angels of the Church of Pergamw, and Thiatira,for Revelat.z. r 
tolerating of ſeducers ; and leſt that by the negle& thereof, we may 
ſhortly, as it is to be feared, have juſt cauſe with holy Feb to lament Job 30.32. 
and (ay, that our Harps are trned into mourning, and our Organs into 
the woyce of them that Weep. And we ſhall wiſh with Peremiah, That Jeremie 9.2 
our heads were full of water, and our eyes ſountains of teares, that wee 
may \veep day and night, for the ſlain of th: dawzhters of th: people, and 
in-extr:am {orrow of heart, when it is too late, cry and confeſſe, that 
the Lord, as an Enzmy,hath devoured 1/-a:{,and conſumed all his pal- Lamendd 
laces, he hath deſtroyed his ſtrong holds, and hath increaſed in the - 
daughters of Zudah, lamentation and mourning for he hath deſtroyed his - 
Tabernacle ; as a Garden he hath deſtroyed his Congregatiog, the 
Lord hath cauſed the Feaſts and Sabbaths to be forgorten-in Zion, 
| and 
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